Transportation Costs
thorough inspection that the vehicle cannot be expected to
serve much longer than about 6 months, a last certificate
of fitness is usually issued mentioning therein fcfi last
certificate" or "not likely to be passed again/' "No
further certificate will be granted,'' etc, to serve as a notice
to the owner; and after such period the vehicles are not
generally produced and their certificates, not renewed.
The owners get the permits cancelled and replace the
vehicles."4
Depreciation is greatest in the case of the small concerns,
mostly owner driven vehicles, since there are no spare
vehicles and those on the roads are worked to the greatest
possible extent. This sort of practice is to be found
mostly in the mofussil and rural areas where persons with
small capital, purchase a vehicle, either on the hire pur-
chase system or by paying spot-cash, and take to the road.
It would appear that in the Konkan and other districts
of the Bombay Presidency, there are instances in which
the owner-driver works his vehicle for 350 days of the
year. The average life of a bus there is estimated at
4J years.5 During the investigations, it was pointed out
by responsible persons belonging to this industry^ both at
Coimbatore and -Madras, that the actual life of a bus would
be not less than ten years. Of course, this depends
to a large extent upon the conditions under which it is
worked, the frequency of services operated, the traffic
offering and, above all, on the nature of the road and the
driver. Normally, a vehicle may last for ten years, but
the present Police restrictions are detrimental to transport
interests, since they rigidly fk four years for its life.
Boad motor transport is increasingly becoming difficult
because of the number of restrictions placed upon its
4   Letter from the Secretary, Trichy Branch, Boad Transport
Board to the U. M. S.s Coimbatore.
5   Survey undertaken by Oadgil and Gogate.
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